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Tapscott Gets Down to Business at Artworks

M "kina Tapscott takes a

seat at the Up One Down coffee
shop in Trenton to talk business.

In her case. it's running an urban
Arts organization,

Tapscott recently ook the helm
of the nonprofit Artworks Trenton.

Situated in a former Sears ware-
house in the capital city, the organi-
zation is known for its artists’ stu-
dios, workshops, exhibitions, and
two signature art events: Art All
Night is the 24-hour arts festival,
and Arn All Day,
a day for visiting

by Dan Aubrey

demic.

Now Tapscott, the first woman
of color to run the 34-year-old ans
center, is following the organiza-
tion's pre-established (wo-year
plan as well as looking to the future
of both the organization and city

With 15 vears of experience
working with community arts de-
velopment, starting with the Hous-
ton-based social and art service
program Project Row Houses, Tap-
scolt says she
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A native of Jersey State
Texas and a

product of the Houston art scene,
Tapscott replaces Lauren Otis, who
announced be was ending his six-
ear tenure in late 2021,

Ohis successfully maintained the
Wnization through two difficult

§. One was after the popular

Al Night festival became the

o a shooting. The other in-

M guiding the organization

igh the uncentainty of the pan-

Council on the
Ans'NJ Transit’s Trenton Transit
Station ans project and work sup-
ported by a Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies Asphalt Art Grant. She also
mentions initiatives and program-
ming happening in the public
schools.

“I feel this means the city is ask-
ing for more opportunities. The
community is asking for it,” she
say's.

Another is the potential “eco-
nomic upgrade in Trenton because
of the engagement with the ans™
a phenomenon that has worked in
other small post-industrial cities
but has stalled in Trenton.

Tapscott then jumps ahead and
starts talking about something that
has also happened in those small
cities: gentrification.

“There is opportunity for renew-
al without displacement,” she says.
“Finding the balance is tricky. An
has been used by cities 1o revitalize
the area but not able to provide the
services for the people who are liv-
ing in those spaces.”

But that will wait. Tapscou says

M'kina Tapscott is the new director of Artworks
Trenton. The photographs behind her are from
Edwin Torres'exhibition ‘Towers: Holding On, on

view through February 26.

now is the time for Anworks and
other nonprofits to help communi-
ties reconnect and rebuild afier the
effects of the pandemic. “This is
time for nonprofits to tum the gas
omn, rev up our engines, and actively
find ways to find wavs to deal with
mental health and wellness and
getting back into the stride of
things.”

Assessing the state of the non-

profit arts business, she admits that
“times are tight” and funding orga-
nizations presents a lot of challeng-
es. “It will be difficult. Artworks
will need to prove to people why it
is important.”

To do that, she will have 1o ap
into variety of her past expenences.
In addition 10 Project Row Houses,
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WOoMEN’S COLLEGE CLUB

OF PRINCETON

Attention, Women of Princeton and Surrounding Communities

You are invited to come to a meeting of the Women's College Club of Prince-

ton (WCCP), a club with over a 100-year history. Monthly programs with

speakers are provided at the Stockton Education Center at the Morven
Museum.
Whether you still work, are newly retired or have recently moved to
the area, WCCP offers you an opportunity to engage in a wide range
of programs and special interest groups.
Since its founding in 1916, WCCP’s mission has been to provide
scholarships for senior women at Princeton High School, Princeton
Day School, Stuart Country Day School, and the Hun School who
need financial assistance with college expenses.
In addition to the worthy endeavor of granting scholarships to young
women, the Club provides opportunities for cultural enrichment and
fellowship through monthly programs, trips to museums and historic
places, book and film discussions, planned walks, and lunch at area
restaurants.

Further information is available on the Club’s website wcepnj.org.




